SOUTH BEAR CREEK

r ] - s o AR T TRET : 4 ) Anchormg Muskoséepi Patk on the southern end, South Bear Creek claims the largest
N N f ol P L TR SRR e S Nl land area as well as the most diversity in recreational and trail usage. The most intezest-
5 7 ‘ : o R ST L g factor of this site 1¢ its distinet transition from Parkland prauie to Boteal Forest eco
T e o e o —"‘":w‘- ..---w = -n, — 8 — T o region. A balance of acuve recreation along with passive recreation must be sought in
g Flgure 1.1 : ' r A South Bear Creek to balance its natural beauty along with the need for active space. Its
"h part within the greater master plan vision entails a senes of eighteen projects As seen
the next chapter, these projects ate ranked in terms of prionty. Because of South Bear
' Creek’s size, the area is divided into thiee enlargements for a greater undesstanding of
88 detail (see Figure 1.1, 1.2, & 1.3).

1. Dnive & Parking $962,240
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5. Baseball Field Complex A - Architecture & Infrastructure  $415,000
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6. Baseball Field Complex A - Amphitheater $250,000
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7. Baseball Field Complex A - Landscape $191,250
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8. Baseball Field Complex B $1,877,990
9. Baseball Field Complex B - Architecture & Infrastructure  $472,750
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10. Baseball Field Complex B - Landscape $156,250

11. Frisbee Golf $15,000

12. Traal System - Primary Trail 1,396,617
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SRTEET Y. 3

SOUTH BEAR CREEK TRAIL [ Primary Paved Trai

HIERARCHY | Secondary Paved

The South Bear Creek tral system 1s the only zone i Muskoseepn Park that contiuns all :
S— Granulag Trail &
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five trail tvpes. Being the most active sports-onented zone, it has several trail expeénén

nal options. The pumary trail connects the site north and south and expands ro connect
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each of the baseball complexes. Secondary trals connect the neighborhood streets and

parking areas to the pumary. The natuge trals connect the smaller elements such s the

mdvidual baseball fields, amphutheater, and imterprenve zones. Cleared, non-sutfaced

trails ocevir i the most sensiive habitat where there 1s very muumal cleanng

The City of Grande Prame should strve to align with the “Alberta Recreation Corndor
& Tradls Classification System™ for contumuty m design, lavont, trail types, and matesials.
When the City connects to County teails, thus wall allow for matchung standards and an
overall smooth transstion from City to County. Traul wadths shall be set according to Caty

design standards as set by the City Admunstrauon

-

¥
2 o
A SRl

N
"




' Se— : ; - v—-m BL L . 7
‘ m = = m Pedestrian Trail - HRC gl
"

s W

h {
: p 1

. oyl o

i | : — .

e v-.li(-.t&. .

L) xl,).}

Winter Activity Zone =
B (——— = SRR SOk AN ‘
oeesssssmn (Cra - - ' Ped & e N ; - A e
' . C'?.GSS—COU""Y Y e .' ‘ 'R } e T AR AR 64 .f‘éﬂ‘ L
T o A 4 e ' RS I T
M L2 ..- 5 \‘ .

SOUTH BEAR CREEK
SEASONALITY

The ability to use Muskoseepi Park year-round is essential to the cinzens of Grande
Praitie. In terms of seasouality, South Bear Creek s the best area for a diversity of win
tertume use. This area allows for winter pedestian huking, snowshoeing, cross conntry
skung, and dog parks. The nse of quads and snow mobiles should be discontaged in
this irea, as they can be destinctive i ¢ sensitive habitat like South Bear Creek. The
cross conntry skung in this area 15 i two distinet ageds. One is hidden in the forest, us
g the cleared hiking trails and the other 1s along the lagger pnmary tail.  Cross country
skung pacallels the pedestuan in sepanate lanes along the pomary trall. Mamtesance and
promotion of these wintet activities are crucial to yeas round success of the park
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SOUTH BEAR CREEK PROJECTS

. Drive & Parking $962,240
As 100th Street begins to tiun westward, an mtetsection and drive leading mto South
Bear Creek is proposed. Tlus gradual, sweeping arch duve allows for 2 scemic, “patk
duve" expenence. As patk visitoss are led away from the busy streets on this meandes-
ing dave, they are welcomed to the largest preserved axea of forest within Muskoseepi
Pak. This new abgrument softens the harsh lines of the utility easement. Pull-in parking
along the duve accommodates 773 cars and economuzes constructon, Within the daove
slands e run gardens for water petcolation and sediment temoval. The tetmunms of
the duave ends in a round-a-bout drop off for quick access to a multitude of activities.
The dave lavout nulizes exasting clear zones and proposes reforested edges for habitat/
ecotone diversity.

2. Drive & Parking - Secondary Trail $49,200
The secondary trml parallels the entry dove and provides access to all amenities, The
trail directs users toward various activity venues within South Bear Creek as well as con-
necting mto the geeater tal luerarchy system. Thas alignment increases pedestaan safety
as 1t 15 a defined cirenlauon. Duave aisle crossings occiir at specific, delineated locations
to ensuge safety.

3. Baseball Complex A $3,860,000 48
The hrst baseball complex, wiuch is also the larger of the two (8 fields), occurs within
the existing cleared area. The previous alignment is changed for a more efficient nse of §
space and to mcrease the mumber of fields. Its location within the larger pumary tral
svstem allows for easy access and viaqibility, Implementation of these fields will requite
adherence to the Canadian Federation of Amateur Baseball field size and design requice
ments to ensure qualifving tonrnament play,

4. Baseball Complex A - Architecture & Infrastructure $415,000 ==
The new fields here ate supported by new concession stands and restrooms at the center [l
of the fonr-plex. The styling and design of these structures shonld adhere to the Archi-
tectiure Identity Guidelines listed on page 40, With its plaza paving and location within
the complex, the architecture sexves as a cential gatherng and social space for plavers,
fans, families, and park users.

5. Baseball Complex A - Nature Trail & Playground $381,940
Within the pumary trail curcle, tertiary trails connect pedestiians to the activity ven-

nes via natie trals. Dunng tournament usage, space 1s avalable along these north to
south connector trails for vendors and tents. Along the nature trail through Complex

A, a playgronnd is proposed at the central axis mntersecuon. Playground and volleyball
program elements allow for a more diverse famuly faendly experience for multiple age
grovps during games.

6. Baseball Complex A - Amphitheater $250,000
A new events amphitheatet claims the eastern termums of the trail axis. This seating
armngement accommodates 4 divessity of group sizes, tanging from a small class up

to 1500 people at full capaciry. Thas size fexibility affords the opportunity for lage
concests and shows, supporting Summer Slam and other local festivals. This site also




includes a projector/sound room and restrooms with the same stone pattern and styling as
the stone band seating. With the restored boreal forest as the backdrop to the proposed
bandshell/stage, the views of nature take precedence over the built environment in South
Bear Creek.

7. Baseball Complex A - Landscape $191,250

In previously disturbed areas, a boreal forest restoration plan is introduced. As well as

forest plantings, an “ecotone” overlay planting should occur as a critical component of

=3 healthy wildlife habitat This is accomplished through a progression of plantings from

meadow to forest, rather than a harsher mown transition. A local ecologist should be con-
sulted for the implementation of this strategy.

8. Baseball Field Complex B $1,877,990

Similar to Complex A, Complex B proposes a realignment of fields for a more efficient

use of space. This alignment follows existing cleared zones and preserves all tree lines.
With all home plates radiating out from one point, an obvious and simple central gather-
ing space is created. Its location within the larger primary trail system allows for easy ac-
cess and visibility. Implementation of these fields will require adherence to the Canadian
Federation of Amateur Baseball field sizes and design regulations.

9. Baseball Field Complex B - Architecture & Infrastructure $472,750

Utilizing the existing structure footprint, the design proposes an outwardly focused struc-
ture that equally serves all fields in the complex. The architecture in Complex A is com-

prised of concession stands and restrooms. The styling and design of these structures
should adhere to the Architecture Identity Guidelines listed on page 40. With its plaza
paving and location within the complex, the architecture serves as a central gathering and
social space for players, fans, families, and park users.

10. Baseball Field Complex B - Landscape $156,250

In previously disturbed areas, a boreal forest restoration plan is introduced. As well as

forest plantings, an “ecotone” overlay planting should occur as a critical component of
healthy wildlife habitat This is accomplished through a progression of plantings from
meadow to forest, rather than a harsher mown transition. A local ecologist should be con-
sulted for the implementation of this strategy.

11. Frisbee Golf $15,000
Tucked away into the forest is an 18 hole frisbee golf course. This course fades into
the forest, with the basket being the only visible built element. Golf holes should route
around the proposed activities in South Bear Creek. Clearing should only occur unless

absolutely necessary to accommodate game play while preserving the forest experience.

12. Trail System - Primary Trail $1,396,617
The key purpose of South Bear Creek’s primary trail system is to connect pedestrians
north to south. This connection is within the park as well as outward to larger City and
County trail systems. If these regional systems are not present, the trail and park should

position itself in a manner that will accommodate these future connections. In this area,
the trail also diverts in a loop around Baseball Complex A to carry larger groups during
special events and tournaments.
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13. Trail System - Natural Trail $343,617

The key purpose of South Bear Creek’s natural trail system is to connect smaller spaces

within the larger system. There are two types of natural trails in South Bear Creek. The
first, as seen by the dotted black line, is a granular, regional material. The second trail,

as seen by the thin solid black line, is a small, cleared trail for the most natural form of
hiking within Muskoseepi Park. With minimal clearing and narrow footpaths, these trails
will be the least obtrusive and are visually discreet.

14. Trail System - Interpretive Zones $230,770
In South Bear Creek, eight diverse interpretive stations are proposed. These points oc-

cur along the trail to capture and interpret different aspects of the site, such as boreal
forest, creek habitat, wildlife corridor, forest habitat, oxbows, forest meadow, ungulates,
and hydrologic natural systems. These interpretive stations should be tucked into the
landscape and positioned in a way that capitalizes on the most effective views for the
pertaining educational topic. With space large enough to accommodate a small class,
seating should be arranged in a manner that provides a learning atmosphere. Local
ecologists and school district teachers should be consulted for corresponding curricu-
lum, teaching material, and capacity facilitation commentary.

15. Golf Area $440,100

The golf driving range area claims the tree line of the existing boreal forest. Using the

same clearing zone, the range has minimal development footprint. To create a better
defined tee box area for range users, a pavilion is proposed on the western edge of the
range. For efficient use of facilities and maintenance, a shared maintenance building is
proposed between the “Wee-Links” course and surrounding South Bear Creek activities.
Both the “Wee-Links” course and the Driving range should be enclosed with fencing
for safety and to keep stray golf balls within a defined area.

16. Dog Park & RC Area $155,000

Positioned at the entry point into South Bear Creek is a dual use dog park and RC area.

Accommodating both large and small breed dogs in separate fenced areas, multiple

users are allowed to comfortably use the park. Features within the dog park, such as
fountains, benches, and obstacle courses should be usable in all seasons. The RC course,
adjacent to the dog park, uses the existing cleared zones and is shaped by the surround-
ing trail system. Grading and landscape should be appropriate for these sports while
providing an engaging and imaginative experience for visitors.

17. BMX Coutse $94,050

Situated between the primary and nature trails system, the BMX course alighment is

shaped within previously cleared zones. With the rugged nature of this activity, various
experience levels (training, recreational, and competition) are provided by different areas
of difficulty. Defined access and maintenance are crucial throughout the seasons for an
enjoyable and safe course. Appropriate safety guidelines should be posted and consid-
ered during the design of this special use facility.

18. BMX Pavilion $175,500

For the necessary maintenance of a BMX course, a separate maintenance structure is

proposed to accommodate all the tools, material, and equipment necessary. The styling
and design of this structure should adhere to the Architecture Identity Guidelines listed

on page 40.
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12. Trail System - Primary Trail (contnued) $1,396,617

The key prepose of South Bear Creeks pumary trail system 1s to connect pedestnans
noith to somth, This connection is witlun the park as well as outward to larger City and
County teal systems. If these regional systems are not present, the tail and park shonld
position itself 10 a manner that wall accommodate these future connections. In this area,
the tral 2lso diverts in a loop around Baseball Complex A to catry larger groups dunng

special events and tonrnaments

$343,617 _

[he kev purpose of South Beas Creek’s natural tyal sysiem 15 to connect smaller spaces

13. ‘T'rail System - Natural Trail (continoed)
within the lazger system, There are two types of natugal truls i South Bear Creek. The
first, s seen by the dotied black line, 15 a local granmlac matenizl The second trail, as
seen by the thun :-.Jiul black lLine, ix a small, cleaged :'.:lli :-'.u' t!v' most natnral I."!ll:. "ll- ik
g within Muskoseep: Patk. With munimal cleanng and narrow footpaths, these trails

are the least obtusive and are visually unobtrusive,

14, Trail System - Interpretive Zones (continned) $230,770
In South Bear Creek, exght diverse interpretive stations are proposed. These points oc
cuy along the tial to caphte and nterpret different aspects of the site, such as boreal
forest, creek habitat, wildlite corndor, forest habitat, oxbows, forest meadow, ungnlates,

i hydiologic natuml systems.  These mterpretive stations should be micked into the

landscape and positioned in # way that capitalizes on the most effective views for the
pertamng educational topic. With space large enough to accommodate 2 small class,
seatinig should be arranged in 2 manner that provides a learnung atmosphere. Local
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12. Traal System - Primary Trail (continued) $1,396,617

[he key prurpose of South Bear Creek’ pamary trail system 1s to connect pedestuans
north to south, This connection is within the park as well as outward to lagger City #nd
County trai systems. It these regronal systems are not present, the trad and park shoutld
7N CTHETT 35 vannar that wall accommodate these futiite connections. In this are
POSIION HSell 113 a4 mannes that will acconumodate mese unute connecuons 0 TS A1en,
the trad also diverts 1o 2 loop around Baseball Complex A o carry lareer eroups duaog

special events t

[
ALG fourmaments

13. Trail System - Natural Trail (continued) $343,617
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14. Trail System - Interpretive Zones (continved) $230,770

In Sonuth Bear Creek. ereht diverse imnterpretive sianions aue ;‘u)l-n'n:. These points
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pertanng educational topic. With space laige enough to accommodate 2
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